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Course Description:  This course is an introduction to the study of psychology, including history, social implications, biological aspects, theories, statistical methods, and data collection. Students will learn through hands –on group work, lab projects, research studies, educational websites, documentaries and movies. The text (Understanding Psychology by Glencoe), will be used as a guide to help students learn to apply basic psychology concepts to everyday situations such as work, school, relationships, and personal well-being.  

Course Purpose:  Through the study of psychology, students acquire an understanding of and an appreciation for human behavior, behavior interaction and the progressive development of individuals. This will better prepare them to understand their own behavior and the behavior of others. 

Course Goals:  To provide the students with the necessary academic skills to understand how psychological principles apply to individuals, and in the context of interpersonal interactions.

Course Objectives:

· The students will be able to recognize that the study of psychology provides an organized scientific way of understanding human behavior, growth and development.

· The students will understand and appreciate the various theories or orientations which psychologists have developed to explain human behavior.

· The students will understand the basic methods and techniques used by psychologists to investigate human behavior. 

· The students will explain the various methods by which human beings acquire specific behaviors and build those specific behaviors into appropriate patterns of behaviors. 

· The students will have an understanding of how information is collected, organized, processed and recalled by the brain and used to build a database of knowledge in human beings. 

· The students will be able to identify and describe the stages of psychological development and recognize the relationship between physical and chronological development and psychological development. 

· The students will be able to recognize various forms of abnormal behavior, possible causes of those abnormal behaviors and modern therapies to correct abnormal behaviors. 

· The students will be able to apply research, study, critical-thinking and decision-making skills and demonstrate the use of new and emerging technology in problem solving. 

· The students will understand the complex relationship between the physical body and human behavior. 

· The students will be able to identify and extract major principles of motivation and emotional theory to better understand one's own behavior and the behavior of others. 

· The students will understand the need for psychological testing and recognize its appropriate uses and limitations in daily life. 

Course Texts: 

Kasschau, Richard A. (2003). Understanding psychology. New York: Glencoe McGraw-Hill. 

Kaysen, Susanna. (1993). Girl, interrupted. New York: Vintage Books.

Kesey, Ken. (1963). One flew over the cuckoo’s nest. New York: Signet Classics.

Materials Needed

· Kaysen, Susanna. (1993). Girl, interrupted. New York: Vintage Books.

· Kesey, Ken. (1963). One flew over the cuckoo’s nest. New York: Signet Classics.

(Do not wait until we are about to start a book to order it from Amazon, etc. Planning ahead is essential.) 

· 1 Composition Book (MEAD are very good.)

· Writing utensils (black and blue pen only and pencils)

· Highlighters

· Post-it Notes

Course Textbook Website: www.psychology.glencoe.com
For an online version of the textbook: http://www.glencoe.com/sites/common_assets/socialstudies/ose/national.html
User Name: PSYCH03

Password: wr9Drecrec 

Honor Code and Academic Integrity

“All students of Gray Stone Day School are expected to be honorable citizens in any given situation, on campus or off, in school or out. …the Honor Code is the basis of student life at Gray Stone Day School. It represents the spirit of decency and fair play which is the essential quality of a good citizen, and places in the hands of each student the responsibility for honorable conduct as a way of life.  As a student who attends Gray Stone Day School, [you have] willingly [accepted]  this responsibility... Plagiarism is defined as the taking of someone’s words and/or ideas and failing to give that person credit. Plagiarism is really stealing and is a serious honor offense. Students may receive help from the teacher on organization of ideas and syntax. Students who use internet sources, proofreading help, or any other kind of assistance must acknowledge such in the paper. Students may not use Cliff Notes, Spark Notes or any other similar materials” (Gray Stone Day School Student Handbook  2008-09). 

According to Wheaton College, “the following examples serve to illustrate the most common forms of plagiarism: 

1. Submitting papers, examinations, or assignments written by others is perhaps the most blatant form of plagiarism. 

2. Word-for-word copying of portions of another's writing without enclosing the copied passage in quotation marks and acknowledging the source in the appropriate scholarly convention is equally unacceptable. 

3.  The use of a particularly unique term or concept that one has come across in reading without acknowledging the author or source, while less blatant is also a form of plagiarism. 

4. The paraphrasing or abbreviated restatement of someone else's ideas without acknowledging that another person's text has been the basis for the paraphrasing is a form of academic dishonesty. 

5. False citation: material should not be attributed to a source from which it has not been obtained. 

6. False data: data that has been fabricated or altered in a laboratory or experiment, although not literally plagiarism, it is clearly a form of academic fraud. 

7. Unacknowledged multiple submission of a paper for several without prior approval from the parties involved is a violation of the ethics of scholarship. 

8.  Unacknowledged multiple authors or collaboration: while collaboration is entirely appropriate in many instances, the contributions of each author or collaborator should be made clear. In cases where collaboration is not permitted, such collaboration is a form of academic fraud. 

Respect for intellectual labor and creativity is vital to academic discourse and enterprise. This principle applies to works of all authors and publishers in all media. It encompasses respect for the right to acknowledgment, right to privacy and right to determine the form, manner and terms of publication and distribution. Because electronic information is volatile and easily reproduced, respect for the work and personal expression of others is especially critical in computer environments. Violations of authorial integrity, including plagiarism, invasion of privacy, unauthorized access, and trade secret and copyright violations, may be grounds for sanctions against members of the academic community” (“Student Life”, Wheaton College).  Plagiarism on an assignment will receive a zero, a meeting with an administrator, and a phone call to parents or guardians. 
Classroom Decorum and Student Expectations- This course is intellectually challenging. It is an opportunity to learn about other cultures through the medium of literature. This course does raise issues of diversity among students’ beliefs and cultural mores; thus, it is critical to maintain a high level of respect for the beliefs of others (not just other students, but in the works that will be read).  Students should conduct themselves with integrity, speak respectfully, and question with sincerity. As we read through the various works this school year, students will begin to recognize the power of words either spoken or written on a page. Thus, we must speak with conviction respectfully and respectfully disagree when we must. Students should conduct themselves in a way befitting the realm of academia. 
Tardiness does not meet the standards of academia. You are required to be on time. This is defined as being in your assigned seat with all materials ready for class at the time that class begins. Walking in when class begins constitutes as late. Tardiness will result in lunch detention or points taken off your weekly participation grade. 

You are required to have all necessary materials with you when you come to class. You will not be allowed to leave class once it has begun (this includes going to your locker or going to the restroom). Take care of all necessary business before class. Plan accordingly. 

Food is not allowed in class. Drinks must have a lid/top (water bottle, etc). 

Students are not allowed to have materials on their desk that are not pertinent to the class (examples include sketch pads, purses, bags, or clothing). 

Students will be asked to participate in class discussions, ask questions, and examine all the material that will be cover. Unless otherwise directed, students will to raise their hands and remain in their seats for the duration of class. 

Grades

Per Quarter:

· Participation
20%

· Chapter Quizzes
20%

· Journaling Daybooks with Notes/Assignments 20%

· Research Assignments/Tests 40%

%

1st Semester = 1st Nine Weeks 40% + 2nd Nine Weeks 40% + Midterm 20%
2nd Semester = 3rd Nine Weeks 40% + 4th Nine Weeks 40% + Final 20%
Year Average= 1st Semester Average + 2nd Semester Average / 2 
Late Work- Late work will not be accepted and will receive a zero. You have ONE PANIC PASS per semester. This means that if an incident arises (family emergency, illness, etc), you have one (1) opportunity to turn in an assignment late. You will receive only one per semester, so use them wisely. Late work is non-negotiable. 

Submitting Work Electronically-You may be asked to bring in a printed copy of an essay in APA format for peer editing or for a writing workshop. However, all final papers are to be submitted in APA format via email. 

Essay due dates will be given in class. Students can submit work between 12:00am and 11:59pm on the due date. Be aware that I will look at the “SENT” and “SUBMISSION” time and date. If it is posted after the deadline, the paper will not be accepted. 

If you do not have an email address, you are required to have one. Google (Gmail) is great and free. 

If you do not have a computer (or a printer), it is your responsibility to make time to type (or print) your paper, either before school or after school, with the permission of a teacher or administrator.

Submitting papers electronically and in APA format is a requirement for this class. Papers submitted in a format other than APA will not be accepted and will result in a zero. Non-electronically submitted final draft papers will not be accepted and will result in a zero. Sending an email without the paper attached will not be accepted. Telling me that you “emailed your paper”, however, I did not receive it, is not my responsibility. It is your responsibility. I will provide you with two email addresses for which to send me your work. To be on the safe side, enable your SENT folder in your email. This way, you have a record of when and where you emailed your work. Should a discrepancy arise, you have yourself covered and can FORWARD me the original email. 

	FIRST SEMESTER

For each chapter in the textbook, students are responsible for the Chapter Assessment sections “Reviewing Vocabulary”, “Recalling Facts”, and only 2 questions of the “Critical Thinking”. 

Notes from reading, lectures, “Reviewing Vocabulary” and “Recalling Facts” will be written in a daybook. “Critical Thinking” and all other written papers including essays and research papers will be typed and emailed in APA format and will be scored on an essay rubric located online. 

In class, I may have you submit your Critical Thinking and assessments via NiceNet. More info to come. 

	FIRST SEMESTER

First Nine Weeks    

	Week 1
	Introduction, schedules, student expectations, performances & requirements

How to take notes, "Cornell Note Taking Method Template", Online Discussion Guidelines for Students (required reading) , Netiquette for Online Discussion (required reading) , Intro to Nicenet                                         

	Week 2
	Chapter #1:    Introduction to Psychology  pg. 6 –33  Chapter  1 Assessment via Nicenet

	Week 3
	Chapter #2:     Psychological Research Methods and Statistics  pg. 34 – 57  

Chapter 2 Assessment via Nicenet

	Week 4
	Chapter #3:      Infancy and Childhood  pg. 60 – 91-  Chapter 3 Assessment via Nicenet (excerpts from the movie “Nell”)

	Week 5
	Chapter #4:      Adolescence  pg. 92 – 127 Chapter 4 Assessment via Nicenet

	Week 6
	How to Write in a Book

Girl, Interrupted  by Susanna Kaysen

	Week 7
	Girl, Interrupted  by Susanna Kaysen

	Week 8
	Girl, Interrupted  by Susanna Kaysen- Chapter 4 Assessment in conjunction with novel

Give research paper assignment on adolescent psychology

Research Paper - (minimum 10 double-spaced typed pages; minimum 5 empirical articles) APA style paper based on the psychological evaluation of a character depicted in Girl, Interrupted by Susanna Kaysen.   Discuss one of the psychopathologies the character exemplifies from three different theoretical perspective (e.g. psychoanalytic, behavioral, social learning, cognitive development, etc.), present research that discusses the psychopathology in terms of adolescent development, apply the theories and research to the character’s case, and offer applied analysis of your research.



	Week 9
	Semester midterm Chapters 1-4 and Girl, Interrupted

Film “Good Will Hunting” (identity crisis)

	Second Nine Weeks



	Week 1
	Chapter #5:      Adulthood and Old Age  pg.  128 – 151- Chapter 5 Assessment via Nicenet

	Week 2
	“The Curious Case of Benjamin Button” : http://www.readbookonline.net/read/690/10628/
Read and view film (short paper response – reflection on Chapters 4 and 5 in relation to the story/film)

	Week 3
	Chapter #6      Body and Behavior  pg. 154 – 181 -Chapter 6 Assessment via Nicenet

	Week 4
	Chapter #7:    Altered States of Consciousness  pg. 182 – 205  - APA format review, Research paper due     

	Week 5
	Chapter #7:    Altered States of Consciousness  pg. 182 – 205  

Chapter #8:     Sensation and Perception  pg. 206 – 237

	Week 6
	Chapter #8:     Sensation and Perception  pg. 206 – 237

Assessment Chapters 7 & 8 via Nicenet

	Week 7
	Chapter #9:  Learning: Principles and Application pg. 240-271

Chapter 9 Assessment via Nicenet

	Week 8
	Chapter #10:  Memory and Thought pg. 273-293

Chapter 10 Assessment via Nicenet

	Week 9
	Review for Midterms  Chapters 5-10, short story and film

	SECOND SEMESTER

Third Nine Weeks    



	Week 1
	Chapter #11: (part 2)  Thinking and Language  pg. 294 - 311

Chapters 9 & 11 Assessment via Nicenet      

	Week 2
	Chapter #12    Motivation and Emotion  pg. 312 – 339 

	Week 3
	Chapter #13:    Psychological Testing  pg. 342 – 373                                               Chapters 12 & 13 Assessment via Nicenet 

	Week 4
	Chapter #14:   Theories of Personality  pg. 374 – 409

Chapter 14 Assessment                                                 

	Week 5
	Chapter #15:    Stress and Health  pg. 412 – 445 

	Week 6
	Chapter #16:    Psychological Disorders  pg. 446 – 487                                               Chapters 15 & 16 Assessment via Nicenet

Student paper given on psychological disorders –pg. 481

	Week 7
	Psychological Disorders in film

“Awakenings” (PG-13) , “Benny & Joon” (PG), “Sybil” (NR)

	Week 8
	Psychological Disorders in film

“Awakenings” (PG-13) , “Benny & Joon” (PG), “Sybil” (NR)

	Week 9
	Semester midterm review Chapters 11-16 and films

	Forth Nine Weeks



	Week 1
	Chapter #17:  Therapy and Change  pg. 484 – 515  

Chapter 17 Assessment via Nicenet

Review “How to Write in a Book”

	Week 2
	 One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest by Ken Kesey

	Week 3
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest by Ken Kesey

	Week 4
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest by Ken Kesey

Assessment Paper- Chapter 17 and novel

	Week 5
	Chapter #18:   Individual Interaction  pg. 518 – 543 

Chapter 18 Assessment  and paper project pg. 543   via Nicenet                                        

	Week 6
	Chapter #19: Group Interaction pg. 545-575

Chapter 19 Assessment via Nicenet


	Week 7
	Chapter # 20:   Attitudes and Social Influence  pg. 576 – 601 

Chapter # 21: Psychology: Present and Future

Review Psychology assessment from a mental health facility

	Week 8
	Review and Assessments for Chapter 17-21 via Nicenet

	Week 9
	Cumulative Exam


